PETITION TO LIEUTENANT-GOVERNOR                                 307
and cats, were ordered to be destroyed, in spite of the protests made by
the owners; so, too, were most of the birds. In spite of the assurance given
by Dr. Fakes, the Rand Plague Committee has repudiated its liability
in the matter on the ground stated in its letters to the claimants. The
Assistant Secretary of the Committee in repudiating the claims writes
as follows:
I am directed to advise you that, acting on the opinion of Counsel, the
Committee cannot accept liability for payment of the amount.   In terms of the
Plague regulations, any articles which are likely to be or become infected with,
or spread infection of bubonic or oriental plague, may be disinfected, and in
case, disinfection is impossible for any reason, may be destroyed, and the Com-
mittee are advised that no compensation is payable in respect of any act done
in execution of their powers or duties under the regulations.
My Association respectfully submits that, irrespective  of the legal
position of the Committee, it is morally bound to respect the plighted
word of its only Officer who was at the critical time responsible for the
public safety.   Had no such promise been made, it is doubtful whether
the inhabitants of the Location would have left their belongings as they
did, without a murmur, in order to carry out the wishes of the Special
Plague Officer.   Among the goods destroyed were whole bags full of dry
cereals and pulses and tinned foods which, according to the Vienna Con-
vention, have been held not to carry infection.   There was also household
furniture, both wooden and metallic, destroyed.    It could not be said
that such articles were incapable of disinfection*
After protracted negotiations, the Committee has seen its way to
accept claims for goods actually used by it out of the Location stores. At
one time, even these claims were practically repudiated. It has been
admitted that the goods that were used were of the same class as some
of the stable goods that have been destroyed. The reason given for des-
troying the other eatables, instead of using them, is that it was the intention
of the Committee to avoid among the inmates of the isolation camp the
possibility of the slightest risk of infection. As a matter of fact, some goods
were even sent to Klipspruit. The inmates themselves were quite willing
to use up the stores that were in the Location.
It is worthy of note that the distribution of the orders for goods was
by, no means even or impartial, the purchase by the Committee being
mostly confined to a few store-keepers only. Thus, it has happened that,
while a few lucky men who were able to get rid of all their stores in so
far as their claims are confined to stores have received full payment, their
less fortunate brethren have received little or nothing.
Many inhabitants have, by reason of such wholesale destruction of
their goods, become practically penniless.
My Association, therefore, humbly ventures to approach Your Excel-
lency for intervention and trusts that Your Excellency will be pleased to
secure a favourable consideration of the claims of the inhabitants of the
late Indian Location for the value of their goods which were destroyed
under orders of the Rand Plague Committee.